
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AGENDA 2030 
IN AND BY MALTA 

PRELIMINARY FINDINGS



The UN 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development

ÁDevelopment that meets the needs of the present without
compromisingthe ability of future generationsto meet their own
needs

Á(All) Countriesto mobilise efforts to end all forms of poverty, fight
inequalitiesandtackleclimatechange



About This Research

Output

- Report on current state of 
affairs, with 
recommendations on how 
policies and practices can 
more effectively contribute 
to the SDGs

Research Methods

- Stakeholder questionnaires and 
interviews (governmental and 
non-governmental)

- Review of current policies, 
action plans and practices

ÁAim: To analyse and review national and local policies and practice 
relevant to the implementation of Agenda 2030 in and by Malta

Dec 2016 Apr 2017



ÁGovernment

- SustainableDevelopment Network and SustainableDevelopment
Coordinators

- SustainableDevelopmentFocalPoints

- Policies, strategies and action plans (even if the SDGsare not
specificallymentioned)

ÁCivilsociety
ÁSKOPnetwork

ÁVariousprojectsandinitiativesςMalta andoverseas

SDGs in Malta



Presentation Overview 

Part 1: Achieving the SDGs in Malta

ÅFocus on:
Å No Poverty (Goal 1)

Å Good Health and Well-being (Goal 3)

Å Reduced Inequality (Goal 10)

Å Climate Action (Goals 7 and 13)

ÅPart 2Υ aŀƭǘŀΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {5Dǎ 
worldwide (ODA)



PART 1

ACHIEVING THE SDGs IN MALTA



Goal 1- End poverty in all 
its forms everywhere

Focus

ÁPeopleat riskof povertyor socialexclusion

ÁPeoplelivingin materialdeprivation

ÁVulnerable groups (e.g. children, people
with disabilities,elderlypeople)



Risk of poverty or social exclusion

ÁRiskof Poverty: no stability / unfavourableevents might
result in enteringa stateof materialdeprivation.



People at risk of poverty or social 
exclusion (% of total population)
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Source: Eurostat (2016)

Á2015: 22.4% of the population in
Malta was at risk of poverty or
socialexclusion. Thishasincreased
from 2009, whenit was20.3%.

ÁMalta in comparisonwith the EU

- In 2015, the % of EUpopulation at risk of
povertywas23.7%.

- Between 2014 and 2015, Malta
experienceda reductionof peopleat risk of
poverty of 1.4%, while the risk at EU level
wasreducedby 0.7%.



Risk of Poverty or Social Exclusion: 
Vulnerable Groups

ÁTakinga closerlook - Malta is doingbetter only with the active
population(16 to 65yrs).

ÁVulnerable groups (e.g. children, disabled people and the 
elderly): Malta is doing worse than the EU28 average. 



Children at risk of poverty or social exclusion 
(% of total population)

Source: Eurostat (2016)
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Children(under16yrs):
- In 2015, more than 1 child out
of 4 wasat risk.
- Malta has been doing worse
than EU28averagesince2011.

- There was a decrease in gap
betweenMalta andEU28 average
in 2015: 1%. This is an
improvement compared to the
4.9%gapin 2013.



Disabled population at risk of poverty or 
social exclusion (% total population)

Source: Eurostat (2016)
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People aged 65 or over at risk of poverty or 
social exclusion (% total population) 

Source: Eurostat (2016)

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Malta EU



Material Deprivation

ÁDefinition: People living in severe material deprivation are people
who cannotafford at least four items out of a list of nine items such
asrent or mortgage,television,utility billsΧ

ÁPeopleliving in material deprivationare actuallysufferingeconomic
stressandarenot onlyάŀǘǊƛǎƪέ.



People with severe material deprivation  
(% total population)

Source: Eurostat (2016)
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ÁIn 2015, the percentage of
people living in severe material
deprivation in Malta was on par
with the EU28 average (8.1%),
which shows a significant
decreasefrom 2014(10.2%).

ÁHowever, it is still higher than
2010, when the percentage of
people living in severe material
deprivationin Malta was6.5%.



Social Protection Gross Expenditure 
(% of GDP)

Source: Eurostat (2016)
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Social protection 
expenditure/GDP in 
Malta has been almost 
static since 2010.

Malta spends far less (as 
a percentage of its GDP) 
on social protection than 
the EU28 average. 



Key policies and actions

ÅNational Strategic Policy for Poverty Reduction and Social 
Inclusion 2014-2024.

Aims (among others): 

ÁTolift around6,560personsout of risk of povertyor socialexclusion
(inaŀƭǘŀΩǎcontributiontowardsthe Europe2020Strategy)

- In the period 2009-2011, 3,056 people were lifted out of poverty
(NationalSocialReport(MFSS),2015)

ÁTopromoteemploymentto 70%of populationaged20-64years

ÁToreduceearlyschoolleavingratesto 10%



Government Action

ÁNational SocialReport (2015): best way to addresspoverty and social
exclusionis throughlabourmarketactivation.

ÁChildrenandYouth
- Childsupplementfor low incomehouseholds(earninglessthanϵ11,000annually)

- Youth Guarantee Scheme: improving employability / education prospects of
youngpeople(btw 15-24yrs)

ÁElderly
- Pension(contributory period): people who are currently in employment and

would not have paid enough contributions to qualify for a Contributory
RetirementPensioncanpaybacka maximumof 5 yearsof contributionsto qualify
for pension.

(National Social Report, 2015)



Government Action 

ÁPeople with Disabilities
- Disabledpeople in employment earning more than minimum wage still

entitled to full disabilitypension

- Incentivesfor Trustsand Foundationswhich cater for disabledpeople /
fiscalincentivesfor employersto hire personswith disability

(2015 National Reform Programme, Malta)

- 474 people with disabilitiesare still seekingemployment and 575
employersare in breachof the law requiring companiesemploying
more than 20 workersto maintain a disabledemployeequota of at
least2%.

(Malta Today, 19th Jan 2017)



Goal 3- Ensure Healthy Lives and 
Promote Well-Being for All at All Ages 

Focus: 

- Non-Communicable Diseases

- Sexual Health



Non-Communicable Diseases 

ÅMajor non-communicable (non-transmitted) diseases 
(NCDs) are responsible for approx82% of deaths in Malta 

(Food and Nutrition Policy and Action Plan 2015-2020)

ÅIn 2014, Malta had the highestrate of obesity in the EU,
with 26% of the adult population (18yrs and over) being
obese

(Eurostat, 2017)



Non-Communicable Diseases 

ÅIn Europethe prevalenceof diabetesamongstadults(aged20-79) is 9.1%,
in Malta it is13.9%

(IDF Diabetes Atlas, 2015)

ÅIn 2014, coronary heart disease was the leading cause of premature deaths 
in males (deaths before the age of 70) accounting for 11.6% of premature 
deaths. In females it was the second leading cause of premature deaths 
following breast cancer (7.4% and 6% respectively).

ÅThe overall self-reported prevalence of hypertension in Maltese women is 
23% and 22% in men and is more prevalent with increasing age.

(Malta Department of Health, 2015)



Relevant policies and actions

Food and Nutrition Policy and Action Plan 2015-2020
ÅThe projected national health care cost attributed to obesity is

expectedto increasefromϵ25,390,000toϵ34,980,000by 2020.

ÅAid to the DeprivedScheme(fully fundedby the EU): providesaid in
the form of food products to the most deprived within the
community.

ÅMedia: Constantmarketingand advertisingmediacampaignsof High
Fat, Sugar and Salty (HFSS) foods to children is hindering
schoolchildrenandtheir parentsfrom adoptinghealthyeatinghabits.



Challenges 
(identified in the policy)

ÅAid to the DeprivedScheme: excludesthe distribution of fresh food
itemsincludingfreshfish,vegetablesandfruit.

ÅMalta doesnot yet havelegislationwhichaimsat reducingthe impact
of the marketingof HFSS

ÅSpecificattention must be paid to whether socialdeterminantssuch
as employment, gender, socioeconomicstatus, ethnicity, migrant
statusand/or levelof educationand their distribution affectǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ
opportunitiesto makeandsustainhealthychoices.



Communicable Diseases: Sexual Health 

MisconceptionsregardingSexuallyTransmittedInfections(STI):

ÁOnly43.7%of respondentscorrectly identified the statement
ά¸ƻǳŎŀƴΩǘbuy condomsif you are lessthan 16 yearsƻƭŘέas
false

ÁAround60%disagreewith the statementthat condomsalways
preventSexuallyTransmittedInfections(STIs)

(National Sexual Health Survey Report, 2012)



Number of STIs by type diagnosed 
at the GU Clinic (2011)

ÅAccuratereportingof STIs
remains limited due to
stigma

ÅCases of STIs are mainly 
notified by the 
Genitourinary Clinic (GU).

ÅNumber of STIsin Malta
isgreatlyunderestimated

Data source: Communicable Disease Control Strategy, 2013



Relevant policies and strategies

The National Sexual Health Policy for the Maltese Islands (2010)

and

National Sexual Health Strategy (2011)

Aimsinclude:

ÁEducationalsupportandservices

ÁInclusionof the mediain sexualeducation

ÁStrengthenfocus on target groups: young people; minority ethnic
groups; migrants; LGBTcommunity; sex-workers)



Goal 10 –Reduce inequality within 
and among countries

Focus

ÅEmpowering all groups, irrespective of age, sex, disability, race,
ethnicity,origin,religionor economicor other status

ÅEnsureequalopportunitiesandreduceinequalitiesof outcome



Non-EU Citizens (15-64yrs) 
Unemployed in Malta 

Percentage of unemployed
non-EUcitizens(15-64 years)
in Malta has been slightly
increasingsince 2012 (while
in the EU it has been
decreasing).

However,it is lower than the
EU28 percentage.

Data source: Eurostat (2016)
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Non-EU Citizens 
(18-64yrs) at risk of Poverty in Malta 
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The percentage of non-EU
Citizens(18-64 years)in Malta
at risk of poverty has been
increasingsteadily since 2012,
while in the EU it has been
decreasing.

Data source: Eurostat (2016)



Actions

ÅGovernment: National Strategy and Action Plan on Integration is still 
being drafted despite urgent need

ÅCivil Society Actions:
- NGOsworking on migration: integration, lobbying, advocacy,provision of

informationandlegalservices

- tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎFoundationfor the Welfareof Society



Actions 

ÅMigrant Community Organisations
- AfricanMediaAssociation: Migrant SkillsRegisterwhichinterviews

and identifiesmigrants,creatingresourcefor potential employers
and give migrants the opportunity to work; providestraining for
migrantsto aid / nurture skills

- ThirdCountryNationalssupportnetwork (TSNMalta): workingfor
welfareandintegrationof TCNs

- Foundationfor Shelterand Supportto Migrants: working for the
integration of migrants through support services, education,
research,capacitybuildingandadvocacy



Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy for all

Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat 
climate change and its impacts 

Focus

- Greenhouse Gas Emissions

- Renewable Energy 



Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions

In 2014, Malta had 
the highest rate of 
greenhouse gas 
emissions of all EU 
Member States and 
other European 
countries, 
surpassed only by 
Turkey (Eurostat, 
2016)
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% Share of renewable energy in 
gross energy consumption

In 2014, Malta had 
the second lowest 
share of 
renewable energy 
in gross final 
energy 
consumption: 4.7% 
(Eurostat, 2016) 

Data source: Eurostat (2016) 



Actions to be taken

ÅMalta hascommittedto a renewableenergysharetargetof 10%
ÅThisis part of a legallybindingprocesswhere the EuropeanUnionasa whole

is to reach20%

ÅTheEUison trackto meet this target for 2020

ÅMalta hasfailed to limit its GHGemissionstargetsin 2013, 2014and
2015

(European Environment Agency, 2016)



National Renewable Energy 
Action Plan 2015-2020 

(Consultative Document)

ÅRenewableEnergyin Malta - mostly operationalsolarwater heaters,
andto a lesserextent to Photovoltaic(PV)installationsandthe useof
bio-fuels.

ÅInstallationsof PVsystemsareexpectedto contribute4.7%out of the
10%nationalRenewableEnergySources(RES)targetby 2020.



Renewable Energy: 
Current Challenges

ÅSolarrightsare not protectedby legislationin Malta asthey interfere
with other property rightsςlimited availabilityandhighvalueof land,
parcellingandinheritance.

ÅWind Farms: issueswith detriment to environment (offshore wind
farms),acousticimpactson nearbydwellings (landwind farms).



PART 2

aŀƭǘŀΩǎ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
Assistance 



Malta’s Official Development Assistance (ODA)

ÅOfficial Development Assistanceςresourcesfrom governmental
entities aimed at improving economic and welfare systems in
developingcountries

ÅKey document: Ministry of ForeignAffairs publishedaŀƭǘŀΩǎODA
Policyanda Frameworkfor HumanitarianAssistance2014-2020



Thematic Areas in Malta’s ODA Policy 

ÁDemocratisation and good governance (Goal 16)
ÁMigration and asylum (Goal 10)
ÁEducation, training and human capacity development (Goal 4)
ÁHealth (Goals 2, 3)
ÁGender equality (Goals 5, 10)
ÁVulnerable groups (Goals 1, 2, 4, 8, 10, 11)
ÁClimate change (Goal 13)
ÁWater (Goal 6)
ÁInformation and communication technologies and research (Goal 9)
ÁTrade and investment (Goals 8, 10, 17)



Malta’s ODA: Percentage of GNI 
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- As a Member State which
joined the EU in 2004, Malta
hadcommitted to reacha level
of 0.33%of ODA/GNIby 2015.

- However,aŀƭǘŀΩǎODA as a
percentageof its GNIwas0.20
in 2014and0.17 in 2015.

Data source: Eurostat, 2016



Funds Awarded to NGOs (2008-2015)

ÅThe majority of projects funded focus on education, followed by
health. After education,the secondlargestfunding was allocatedto
climatechange(includingthe Fast-Start Financingto addressClimate
Change).

Å30% of projects funded had a high level of coherencewith aŀƭǘŀΩǎ
ODApolicy

(Grech, 2016)



Malta’s ODA Policy: Challenges 

ÅPolicydoesnot addressthe SDGs(it mentionsMDGs)and thus is not
directlyalignedwith the SDGs

ÅMalta only reachedits 2010ODA/GNItarget by includingthe costsof
detention of asylumseekersand irregular migrantsduring their first
yearin Malta (Grech, 2016)

ÅHowever, the CONCORDAidWatchReport(2016) discountsspending
on refugees in donor country: according to aid effectiveness
principles,this doesnot contribute to internationaldevelopment,and
do not representa transferof resourcesto developingcountries



Malta’s ODA Policy: Challenges and Actions 

ÅThe past 3 yearshave seena steadydecreasein funds allocatedto
NGOsfor implementingprojects in developingcountries: Allocation
droppedfromϵ247,775in 2014toϵ222,770in 2016.

ÅMinistry of ForeignAffairsis planningto reviseits ODApolicy in light
of Agenda2030.

(Concord AidWatch: Report 2016)



Next Steps for the Research

ÅFurtheranalysisof policies,actionplansandstrategies

ÅFollow-up with government officials on the relevant ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΩ
implementation,gaps,wayforward

ÅAnalysisofbDhǎΩandcivil societyŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΩcontributionstowardsthe
achievementof the Agenda2030



Tell us about your own work contributing to the SDGs! 

Email: development@pfcmalta.org

Thank you


